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 “Can we all get along?” Do you remember that question, asked by Rodney King, and 

popularly misremembered as, “Can’t we all just get along?” In 1991, King had been involved in 

a high-speed chase with the police in Los Angeles. He had been drinking and he tried to evade 

the police. When the police finally pulled him over, they were caught on video striking him with 

their batons. A year later, in 1992, the officers were acquitted of any wrongdoing. Riots in L.A. 

followed. The riots caused 53 deaths, 2,383 injuries, more than 7,000 fires, damage to 3,100 

businesses and over $1 billion in property damage. It was during this time that King asked, “Can 

we all get along?” 

 It’s a good question. Can we all get along? If so, how? And if not, why not? Why can’t 

human beings seem to have lasting peace? 

 Don’t we all want peace? Yet if we all want it, why has there been fighting, murder, and 

wars since the dawn of human history? 

 This leads to a more fundamental question: what’s wrong with us?  

 People propose many different answers:  

 If only we had better education, we wouldn’t have these problems. But education is no 

guarantee that people will act better.
1
 Many poorly educated people are more moral than those 

who are better educated. 

 If only had better wealth redistribution. 

 If only we had better health care.  

 If only we had greater awareness of [racism, homophobia, addictions, etc.]. 

 If only everyone participated in the arts. 

 If only . . . 

 Now, there is certainly nothing wrong with trying to improve education, or access to 

health care, or many other things that are discussed in the world today. But will those really 

solve our greatest problems?  

                                                
1 Ted Kaczynski, better known as the “Unabomber,” earned a Bachelor’s degree from Harvard and a PhD in math 

from the University of Michigan. One may view him as an exception to a rule, but my point is simply that there is no 

necessary connection between one’s level of education and how “good” a person is.  
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 All of those proposed solutions assume that people are generally good. They assume that 

if we only had a little bit of something added—more education, more money, better health, 

etc.—we would be fine.  

 But if we’re being honest, these solutions never work. That view is really a naïve one. It 

assumes that racism and violence and all kinds of issues can be fixed easily. It’s the view that is 

shocked when there’s another school shooting and says, “If only we had better mental health 

care” or, “If only we had better gun control.” But will those solutions really work? 

 Christianity provides a more honest view of people. Christianity says that we are a 

special part of God’s creation. In Psalm 8, David has this thought: 

3
 When I consider your heavens,  

the work of your fingers,  

the moon and the stars,  

which you have set in place,  
4
 what is man that you are mindful of him,  

the son of man that you care for him?  
5
 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

and crowned him with glory and honor.  

 Yet though God made human beings to rule over this world, underneath his own 

sovereign rule, the first humans, Adam and Eve, disobeyed God. They chose to listen to Satan’s 

voice instead of God’s. At that point in time, a radical change occurred in creation. Now, women 

would have trouble in childbearing and they would struggle with their husbands, and husbands 

would be harsh with their wives. Work would be difficult. Food would be hard to come by. And 

there would be death. 

 Because of the presence of sin in the world, humans have become alienated from God. As 

Isaiah 59:2 says, “your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his 

face from you, so that he will not hear.”  

 We are also alienated from each other. After sin entered the world, God told Eve, “Your 

desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you” (Gen. 3:16). Eve was meant to be 

Adam’s helper, but just as sin’s desire was to dominate Cain (Gen. 4:6), Eve’s desire would be to 

have dominion over her husband. And Adam’s desire would then be to rule over his wife—not to 

lead lovingly and humbly. We also see the outworking of sin in human relationships in Cain’s 

murder of Abel, in the wickedness of the people before the great flood, and on through the 

present day.  
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 We are even alienated from what we know we should be. Paul acknowledges this much 

in Romans 7: 

5 
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate 

I do. 
16 

And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17 

As it 

is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 
18 

I know that 

nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.
 
For I have the desire to do 

what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
19 

For what I do is not the good I want to 

do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 

 This is the plight of humanity. We find ourselves unable to get along. We see this in our 

own families, in our marriages. Where can a solution be found? How can we be reconciled to 

each other? 

 Today, we’re looking at another passage about the church. In Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul 

states that the church is something new. It is a “new man” that consists of Jews and Gentiles—

indeed, any ethnic groups or so-called races. It is a reconciled humanity. Christians are 

reconciled to God first, and then to each other. Christians are the temple of God, the family of 

God, the dwelling place of God.  

 Here is the text: 

11 
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (that done in 

the body by the hands of men)— 
12 

remember that at that time you were separate 

from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of 

the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 
13 

But now in Christ 

Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of 

Christ.  
14 

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed 

the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 
15 

by abolishing in his flesh the law with 

its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 

man out of the two, thus making peace, 
16 

and in this one body to reconcile both of 

them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 
17 

He came 

and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 
18 

For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  
19 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens 

with God’s people and members of God’s household, 
20 

built on the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 
21 

In 

him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 

Lord. 
22 

And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in 

which God lives by his Spirit.
2
 

                                                
2
 Unless otherwise noted, the text used here is taken from the New International Version (1984). 
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 The first three verses of this passage speak to the plight of humanity, though Paul is 

specifically addressing Gentile Christians. The Gentiles—those who are called the 

“uncircumcised” by Jews, who call themselves “the circumcision”—were “were separate from 

Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 

without hope and without God in the world” (v.12). Because they were not Israelites, they had no 

part in the advantages that came with being Jewish. In the book of Romans, Paul says that the 

Jews had certain advantages: they received God’s special revelation (Rom. 3:2) and theirs was 

the adoption, glory, covenants, law, worship, and promises. From the time of Abraham up to the 

time of Christ, God worked with a special group of people. Foreigners could join themselves to 

Israel, but they had to become Israelites: men would have to be circumcised, and all would have 

to obey the law given to the Jewish people through Moses.  

 Here, Gentiles are told that before coming to Christ, they had no relationship to God, no 

access to him. They were literally “godless” (“without God” in the NIV; Greek: ajqeo").  

 But Jewish people had a problem, too. They, too, were ruled by sin. In Romans 3:9, Paul 

asks, “What shall we conclude then? Are we [Jews] any better? Not at all! We have already 

made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.”  In the passage we’re looking at 

today, Paul hints at that. He says that their circumcision was made “by the hands of men.” That’s 

another way of saying it wasn’t made by God.
3
 This may sound strange, but in the Old 

Testament, physical circumcision pointed to something greater—it pointed toward a spiritual 

circumcision, a circumcision of the heart.
4
 In other words, Jewish people needed to have true 

faith in God. They needed a new heart, and they needed the Holy Spirit. 

 That’s how all of us start out. The first two chapters of Ephesians deal with the topic of 

salvation. We are saved by God’s initiative, because were dead in our transgressions and sins 

(Eph. 2:1). We followed Satan, the “ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work 

in those who are disobedient” (v. 2). 

 But there’s hope. God “made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions” (v. 5). We have been saved by grace, through faith, which is itself a gift (vv. 8-

                                                
3 Peter O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 

1999), 186 n. 130: “The adjective χειροποιήτος (‘made with hands’) was employed in the LXX to denote idols (Lev. 

26:1; Isa. 2:18), an idol’s sanctuary (Isa. 16:12), false God’s [sic] (Isa. 11:9), or images (Lev. 26:30). It therefore 

described the God’s [sic] as made with human hands and standing over against the living God.” See also Acts 7:48. 

Contrast with Mark 14:58; 2 Corinthians 5:1; Colossians 2:11. 

 
4
 Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4; 9:25-26; Romans 2:25-29; Philippians 3:3; Colossians 2:11-12. 
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9). We are now a new creation in Christ Jesus (v. 10). “But now,” writes Paul, “in Christ Jesus 

you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ” (v. 13). 

 In verses 14-18, Paul talks about how we have been reconciled to God and each other. 

And he does something interesting. He shifts from “you” language—“you Gentiles”—to “we” 

language. He talks about “our peace” and how through Jesus “we both have access to the Father 

by one Spirit.”  

 To understand the background to what Paul is saying about reconciliation between Jews 

and Gentiles, you have to understand that this was one of the major issues of the early church. 

Jews thought Gentiles were unclean. They were “dogs.” Jews thought that they were a special 

people, superior to Gentiles. There was quite a bit of animosity between the two groups. 

 Gentiles were not allowed into the inner courtyard of the temple in Jerusalem. There were 

signs on the inner courtyard that said Gentiles could not enter the inner courtyard, on pain of 

death. The temple represented God’s special presence on earth. It represented access to God. In 

the old system, Gentiles did not have access to God. They were “far off.”  

 But something amazing has happened. We have been brought near, and Jesus himself is 

our peace. He has made Jews and Gentiles one, and he “has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 

wall of hostility” between the two. What is this barrier? It could be that courtyard wall. But it 

seems that here, Paul is talking about “the law with its commandments and regulations” (v. 15). 

The Mosaic law kept Jews and Gentiles apart. It kept the Jews separated from the Gentiles, 

through certain customs, through dietary laws, and so forth.  

 But the law also had a negative impact on Israel. They were not able to keep the law. As 

Peter said in Acts 15:10, it was “a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear.”
5
 

One of purposes of the law was to show that no one could be made right with God through 

obedience. As Paul writes in Galatians 2:15-16, “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile 

sinners’ know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So 

we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 

observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.” 

 So the law separated both Gentiles and Jews from God, as well as from each other, and 

Jesus came to tear down that wall. Paul doesn’t say it here, but Jesus came to fulfill the law, to 

                                                
5 The fact that the Jews transgressed the law and could not achieve righteousness through the law is made 

repeatedly: Romans 2:17-24; 4:15; 7:7-10; 9:30-33; Gal. 2:15-16, 21; 3:10-11, 19-24. 
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obey it perfectly. We are saved because of Jesus’ perfect righteousness, not our own.  Jesus 

transformed the law so that now we don’t have to obey all of the Old Testament regulations. 

Instead, we obey the “law of Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2), which has us love God and love 

others (Mark 12:28-31). 

 Why did Jesus do this? For two purposes: “to create in himself one new man out of the 

two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, 

by which he put to death their hostility” (vv. 15-16). Let’s take the first one: Jesus came to make 

a new man out of Jews and Gentiles. What does this mean? In one sense, Jesus came to make 

something new. One day, when Jesus returns, he will make a new creation, a new universe. But 

even in his resurrection, in his perfect never-to-die-again body, he made a deposit, a down 

payment, on the new creation. And all who are in Christ are a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17).  

 But there’s something else: every human being that ever lives will be represented by one 

of two men: Adam, the first man, or Jesus, the “last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:46). Adam sinned, and 

with his sin came death. All humans start out associated with Adam, united to him, represented 

by him. We start out alienated from God. But those who put their trust in Jesus become 

associated with him. Their lives are bound up in his. They are represented by him and his 

righteousness is credited to them. That is why Paul can say, in 1 Corinthians 15:22, “For as in 

Adam all die.” Peter Gentry, a theologian, says, “When Paul speaks in Ephesians 2:15 of ‘one 

new man’ he is obviously thinking of a new Adam and is saying that the church . . . constitutes 

this new Adam.”
6
 

 Gentry continues: “The Gentiles . . . have been forged together with believers from Israel 

into one new humanity. . . . There is no future for either Israelite or non-Israelite apart from the 

church, and there is no separate future for either Israelite or non-Israelite—both will be part of 

the church. This is the body of humans who will survive the destruction of this creation and will 

be placed within the creation of a new heavens and a new earth.”
7
 And that’s good news. You 

see, that verse I just quoted, 1 Corinthians 15:22, doesn’t just talk about death. The whole verse 

says, “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” The new man is Christ Jesus, 

risen from the grave, and everyone who believes in him is “in him.” Their lives are absorbed into 

his. His story and his identity becomes their story and their identity. 

                                                
6 Peter J. Gentry and Stephen J. Wellum, Kingdom through Covenant: A Biblical -Theological Understanding of the 

Covenants (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012), 500 (original emphasis). 
7
 Ibid. 
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 The second purpose of Jesus coming was “to reconcile both of them [Jew and Gentile] to 

God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.” The reason we are hostile to 

each other is we are first hostile to God. So Jesus came to reconcile us to God and to each other. 

Because of the vertical element—our hostility to God—we become corrupt. Our desires are 

distorted. And we fight, we argue, and we’re not peaceful. In order to fix the horizontal 

element—our hostility with each other—we need God to transform us, to make us a new 

creation. 

 This new creation was prophesied throughout the Old Testament, particularly in Isaiah. 

When Paul writes, in verse 17, “He came and preached peace to you who were far away and 

peace to those who were near,” he’s alluding back to Isaiah 57:19. To get some context, this is 

what we read in Isaiah 57:14-19: 

14 
And it will be said:  

“Build up, build up, prepare the road!  

Remove the obstacles out of the way of my people.”  
15

 For this is what the high and lofty One says—  

he who lives forever, whose name is holy:  

“I live in a high and holy place,  

but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit,  

to revive the spirit of the lowly  

and to revive the heart of the contrite.  
16

 I will not accuse forever,  

nor will I always be angry,  

for then the spirit of man would grow faint before me—  

the breath of man that I have created.  
17

 I was enraged by his sinful greed;  

I punished him, and hid my face in anger,  

yet he kept on in his willful ways.  
18

 I have seen his ways, but I will heal him;  

I will guide him and restore comfort to him,  
19

 creating praise on the lips of the mourners in Israel.  

Peace, peace, to those far and near,”  

says the LORD. “And I will heal them.” 

And in other places in Isaiah, we are told that Gentiles would come to the temple. Such as Isaiah 

56:6-8: 

6
 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD  

to serve him,  

to love the name of the LORD,  

and to worship him,  
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all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it  

and who hold fast to my covenant—  
7
 these I will bring to my holy mountain  

and give them joy in my house of prayer.  

Their burnt offerings and sacrifices  

will be accepted on my altar;  

for my house will be called  

a house of prayer for all nations.”  
8
 The Sovereign LORD declares—  

he who gathers the exiles of Israel:  

“I will gather still others to them  

besides those already gathered.” 

So now, in this new man, the church, God is fulfilling these prophecies, bringing those who are 

near, Jews, and those are far off, Gentiles, to himself. They are coming to the temple, the church. 

And they have access to the Father through Jesus by the Spirit (v. 18). Verse 18, by the way, is a 

great verse to see Trinity in. We are united to Jesus by means of the Spirit, the Spirit of adoption, 

who causes us to cry out both “Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15-16; Gal. 4:6) and “Lord” (1 Cor. 12:3).  

  You may have noticed that in those four verses, “peace” appears four times. That’s 

obviously a big issue for Paul. We often talk about peace in a sentimental, mushy kind of way. 

“All we are saying is give peace a chance”—right? But real peace, ultimate peace, can only be 

achieved through Jesus. And not in some vague kind of way. Yes, Jesus is the Prince of Peace 

(Isa. 9:6), but he won peace for us by dying on the cross. We are reconciled to God through the 

cross, through the death of his perfect Son. And he himself is our peace.
8
 

  In the last few verses, Paul reminds us of our new identity. We are no longer foreigners, 

but now we are part of God’s people. Actually, we’re part of God’s house—which means both 

his family and his temple (v. 19). This temple, the church is built on the foundation of the New 

Testament apostles and the New Testament prophets (v.20)—these are two different groups of 

people that Paul mentions later in Ephesians. He says, in 4:11, that Jesus gave the church 

apostles and prophets. These are the people God used to reveal his truth, his word. So the church 

is built on the word. But the cornerstone is Jesus himself. I mentioned last week that the 

cornerstone gives a building its shape. That is what Jesus does for us.  

  I must also say that I love that part of verse 20 is engraved on the cornerstone of our 

church building. That is a wonderful thing. 

                                                
8
 This is prophesied in Micah 5:5. 
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  And this temple, the church, the body of Christ is joined together in him. And it is 

growing. People are still being added to this temple. We are still growing in faith and love and 

holiness. We are part of a building that God has come to live in, by means of the Spirit. 

  So, what does this mean for us and our church? 

  If you are a Christian, have you embraced your new identity in Christ? Do you see 

yourself as being part of the “new man”? Paul later talks about putting on the “new self.” This is 

what he writes in Ephesians 4:22-24: “
22 

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, 

to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 
23 

to be made new in the 

attitude of your minds; 
24 

and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness 

and holiness.” Do you find yourself changing and growing? 

  Sometimes we talk about “inviting Jesus into our hearts.” But you won’t find that phrase 

in the Bible. More often, we are told we are “in Christ.” That’s a different idea. It means that 

Jesus is bigger than we are—far bigger. The truth is we don’t need a little Jesus in us. The truth 

is that our old selves need to be put off—they need to die. And we need to be remade into new 

selves who find their identity in Christ. 

  If you’re not a Christian—if you haven’t been transformed in some way by God—then 

consider that there is no reconciliation with God and no ultimate peace apart from real faith in 

Jesus. 

  There’s something else to consider: we have heard a lot about reconciliation today. In 2 

Corinthians 5, Paul tells us that we have been given the ministry of reconciliation. This is Paul 

writes in 2 Corinthians 5:16-21: 

16 
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 

once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
17 

Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
18 

All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 

of reconciliation: 
19 

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. 
20 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 

to God. 
21 

God made him who had no sin to be sin
 
for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

Sinful human beings need to be reconciled to God. So many people think God needs to be 

reconciled to us. They think that he needs to change, that the Bible needs to change. But that is 

not true. There’s something wrong with us, and we have turned our backs on God. We need to be 
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reconciled to God, and the only way is through Jesus, who became sin for us—he died on the 

cross for our sins. In a sense, he became sin so God could kill our sin. And for those who trust in 

him, they display and are credited with the righteousness of God.  

  Therefore, if we have the ministry of reconciliation, we must plead with others to trust in 

Jesus. This is our responsibility, not just mine. We must tell people about who Jesus is, what he’s 

done, and how they can put their trust in him. 

  Finally, when we do this, we may see a more diverse group of people in this church. The 

church may be filled with rich and poor, different ethnicities, different skin colors, different 

levels of education, and so on. We must make sure that we do not harbor any hostility towards 

people who are different than we are. In Christianity, there is no room for racism, nationalism, 

and favoritism. All kinds of people have the same access to God if they put their faith in Jesus. 

That is what Paul meant when he writes in Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave 

nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

  Jesus came and broke down the walls between us and God. He broke down the walls that 

separate us from each other. He has made us into a new man. Live today like this is true. 

  Let’s pray. 

 

   

  

  

 

  

 

  


